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TALIA KATZ

SITTING in Bondi cafe, it's easy to
see why Jonathan Sankey is so at
ease with his art. “Never be restrict-
ed in your creativity” is the credo the
19 year old lives by and late 2004
saw the former model-kit and diora-
ma maker, sculptor, -and clothing
designer turn to canvas in a big way.

Paint, ink, acrylic and collage
were his media, and unhappy with
the conventionality of traditional
canvases, he began building his own
frames. His “scanvas” — a merging
of sculpture and canvas — makes his
work unique, something he is
particular about.

“| have dubbed them ‘scanvases’
in an attempt to cure my urge to be
both a sculptor and a painter,” he
explained.

Sankey's style is an amalgama-
tion of abstract, expressionist and
post-modern influences, and he
cites Brett Whitely and Salvador Dali
as influences.

Growing up in a creative environ-
ment, Sankey found the inspiration
to pursue art from his sculptor
grandmother.

Known as “Swankey” to his

friends, he is currently in the first
year of a business degree at the
University of Technology Sydney
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(UTS), and drew on this to create
one of his pieces. The university
motto, “Think Change Do"” gave
rise to a work of the same name.

Volunteering with the
Australasian Union of Jewish
Students’ (AUJS’) UTS branch has
been an important pursuit for
Sankey. Alongside current president
Janice Zets, Sankey has seen the UTS
campus branch grow to over 100
members and generate positive
images of Judaism and Israel.

Sankey's schooling at Sydney
Grammar, Cranbrook and Reddam
House played a large role in the
development of his material.
Beginning work on his more con-
ventional canvases while still at
school, after HSC, he found more
time to devote to his craft.

Nothing about Sankey is conven-
tional. Often he wakes around 2am,
after seeing an image and text in his
dreams. Sometimes, his works take
a mere 48 hours to turn from con-
cept to concrete.

“That’s why the canvases come
out in 3D. It's raw, unrestricted and
you're not inhibited by logical
barriers,” Sankey explained.

An exhibition of Jonathan Sankey’s
artwork is currently showing at Katipo,
101 Bondi Road, Bondi Beach.
www.jonathansankey.com.au.

Tali Katz wrote this while on work
experience at the AIN.





